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Seattle Women’s Chorus Turns up the Heat this

Spring with Vixens & Sirens
Seattle,WA—This Spring Seattle Women’s Chorus takes us back in time to the late 1950s and early 1960s; the provocative and racy birth of lesbian pulp fiction. The first half, Vixen Fiction, features celebrated American author Ann Bannon with new music by Eric Lane Barnes, associate artistic director of Flying House Productions and SWC chorus member, Brenda David. Ann Bannon, one of the most prolific writers to come out of the era, gained renown from her immensely popular romance fiction series The Beebo Brinker Chronicles, earning the title “Queen of Lesbian Pulp Fiction.” 
The second half, Siren Song, showcases women’s music pioneer, singer/songwriter Cris Williamson, with songs arranged by Lori Surrency. First appearing on the music scene in the 1970s, Williamson’s record The Changer and the Changed was one of the top selling independent albums when it was released and is still considered to be THE classic women’s music album. Contemporaries such as KD Lang and Melissa Etheridge have indeed benefitted from the early trail-blazing efforts of Cris Williamson.
What: 

Seattle Women’s Chorus-Vixen Fiction/Siren Song
Under the Direction of Dennis Coleman

Guest Author: Ann Bannon and Guest Star: Cris Williamson
Where: 
In Seattle: Meany Theater 

4001 University Way NE, Seattle, WA 98105
In Bellingham: Performing Arts Center Concert Hall



516 High Street, Bellingham, WA, 98225

When:
Sunday, 4/6/08 - 4pm (Bellingham)



Saturday, 4/12/08 - 8pm (Seattle)



Sunday, 4/13/08 - 2pm (Seattle)

A post-show discussion with Ann Bannon and Cris Wiliamson will follow the April 12 & 13 concerts.

Tickets:
Seattle: $17.50 - $50



Box Office: 206.388.1400 Monday-Friday Noon-7 pm



Online: www.flyinghouse.org
Group discounts available for groups of 10 or more.



Bellingham: $20-$25



Box Office: 360.650.6146



Online: www.tickets.wwu.edu 

Vixen Fiction will use Bannon’s books and the sounds of the era, such as jazz, blues, bebop, swing, and early rock-and-roll, to take us back to this pivotal time in women’s history. It will be a dramatic theatric musical presentation with one song actually using Bannon’s words set to music, interspersed with original songs crafted to fit the sound of the era, dramatic musical interpretations, and readings by Bannon. 
While Vixen Fiction highlights the rise of women’s literature, Siren Song takes us one era and one art form further; into the time when women’s music was changing the way lesbians saw and understood themselves and their communities. The emergence of women’s music at this time provided lesbian audiences with singers they could relate to and music they could identify with—something that had not existed until this time. An electric performer, Williamson’s soulful lyrics and dynamic music has been empowering audiences for over 30 years. In addition to captivating listeners, Williamson’s music has paved the way for today’s independent women artists and cultivated the rise of an entire genre of music. Accompanied by the Women’s Chorus, Williamson will share some of her groundbreaking works from the 1970s as well as songs from more recent projects.
For artistic director Dennis Coleman, juxtaposing these two eras in women’s history was particularly important because these two art forms truly helped lesbian women identify one another and see themselves as a community. In addition, the concert looks at these two arts forms because they helped give definition and identity to the women’s movement. “Women’s music and literature, more so than any other art forms, helped women see in art exactly what they were feeling,” stated Coleman. “Music and literature were the two art forms that had the most influence on women’s communities, making them logical and important topics to bring together in a concert.”

For today’s audience, experiencing this show will not only provide a fun and inspirational look back at the past, but it will also give insight into the early struggles of the gay and lesbian movements and perspective on how far those movements have come. “Both of these art forms captured the struggle and the hope for something better,” commented Coleman. “It will be fun to look back and remember, discover, and for some people, relive.”

While for some Vixen Fiction/Siren Song will be about re-experiencing memories of past eras, for younger generations this concert will give them a look at the start of the gay/lesbian movement and the art forms that propelled it forward. Although many feel the events at Stonewall marked the beginning of gay and lesbian history, many underground structures existed in the decades prior to the 1969 riot. Bannon’s literature and Williamson’s music are not only a historical record to this movement, but also a testament to the impact words and songs can have on both individuals and communities. 

To arrange interviews with Ms. Williamson or Ms. Bannon contact:

Jennifer Rice, Public Relations: Phone: 206.285.5175 E-mail: rice1234@yahoo.com
About Ann Bannon
Bannon made popular The Beebo Brinker Chronicles which were a series of six lesbian pulp fiction books spanning from 1957 to 1962. She is a pioneering author of lesbian and gay literature, which has stood the test of time and is considered to be an iconic representation of the underground voices of lesbian women of mid-twentieth century.

About Cris Williamson
Heralded by The Boston Globe as, "a brilliant lyricist and composer", Cris's music has always defied categorization. Whether it's the vibrant clarity of “Blue Rider,” or the live concert recording celebrating the (then) fifteenth anniversary of the anthemic “Changer,” Williamson continues to traverse the musical and lyrical map. A dynamic performer, she electrifies, empowers, and enlightens audiences across the generational and musical spectrum. As a pioneer of ‘Women’s Music’, Cris paved the way for today’s independent women artists who now regularly top the charts, and helped foster the birth of an entirely new genre of music. Cris's stellar vocals and compelling persona are regarded as legendary for good reason. Despite being like a well-kept secret, and dwelling almost completely in the independent music world, she nonetheless has had a worldwide impact.
About Seattle Men’s Chorus and Seattle Women’s Chorus

Founded in 1979, the internationally renowned Seattle Men’s Chorus, along with Seattle Women’s Chorus (founded in 2002), are the largest community choruses in America; and the largest gay choruses in the world. Flying House Productions, home of Seattle Men’s Chorus and Seattle Women’s Chorus, ranks third among the state's music organizations with over 300 members of SMC and over 200 members of SWC.

Our Vision: A world that accepts and values its gay and lesbian citizens.

Our Mission is to entertain, enlighten, unify and heal our audience and members, using the power of words and music to recognize the value of gay and straight people and their relationships. 
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