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Flying House Productions Welcomes Stuart Rosenthal
as New Executive Director

Will Lead Men’s Chorus into an Unforgettable 30th Anniversary Season

Flying House Productions (FHP) is pleased to announce the appointment of Stuart Rosenthal as its new Executive Director. Joining the organization at the midpoint of its 2008-09 season, Rosenthal comes aboard at a busy time for the group, with planning under way for both Seattle Men’s Chorus’ highly anticipated spring concert with Debbie Reynolds, and its banner 30th anniversary season in 2009-2010.

Stuart Rosenthal comes to FHP following four years as Executive Director of the Piedmont Choirs in the San Francisco Bay Area. Board President Cynthia Becker stated: “Stuart emerged as our top candidate thanks to his wealth of experience in both the administrative and artistic sides of the non-profit performing arts world. His previous experience in working with a strong, visionary artistic director, his solid background in budgeting and fundraising, and his vision of the Choruses as a ‘second family’ for our members, is an excellent fit for our organization.”

The new Executive Director remarks, “FHP has been at the vanguard of the LGBT choral movement since its founding in 1979, and I look forward to working with Dennis Coleman and the rest of the staff, members and volunteers to find ways to continue that leadership into the future. While music making will remain our central focus, we also have a rare opportunity, with true freedom and acceptance for LGBT citizens so tantalizingly close, to raise our collective voice as an instrument of social change. I am confident that we can do this through the universal language of music, combining terrific entertainment with a compelling message. While there certainly are challenges out there given the current economy, FHP will continue to weather the storm – both literal and figurative! – thanks to its strong leadership, a continuing reputation for excellence, and a fantastic family of supporters. I am delighted to be joining FHP at this exciting point in its history.” 

Flying House Productions has an on-going membership of over 620 individuals (300+ in Seattle Men’s Chorus; 200+ in Seattle Women’s Chorus; plus over 120 volunteers). Together, the Choruses produce five major concerts each season, attended by over 40,000 people, with a total of 20+ performances in greater Seattle, as well as a number of appearances in other communities statewide, including Spokane, Wenatchee, Tacoma, and Mount Vernon. FHP’s annual operating budget is just over $3 million (48% earned, 52% contributed). External support comes from a variety of sources, including over 3,200 individual donors, local and national grants, in-kind contributions, and a number of popular major fundraising events. September’s JUST ART Auction featured works by over 175 artists, and brought in over $120,000 in proceeds, including $23,000 (a record high) for SMC/SWC’s Fund-a-Need “Bridging Communities Fund.” This year’s Holiday Raffle, just concluded, raised over $47,000. The biggest fundraising event of the season, the annual Dinner, Dance and Auction, is planned for April and will feature a “Hairspray” (the musical) theme.  Gross income from the auction event is anticipated at about $600,000.   

BIOGRAPHY: Stuart Rosenthal, Executive Director, comes to FHP with a wealth of experience in both the business administration and artistic sides of the non-profit performing arts world. As Executive Director of the Piedmont Choirs, based in the San Francisco Bay Area, Stuart presided over the activities of one of the nation’s top young people’s choral organizations. Renowned for its artistic achievements and collaborations, its international activities, and its rigorous choral education program, the Piedmont Choirs enroll over 350 young singers from 25 Bay Area communities in 12 different choral groups. Before coming to the Piedmont Choirs, Stuart served as Program Director for Solano Youth Theatre, another acclaimed youth arts organization, supervising a complete theatrical training program and a season of over 75 public performances of plays and musicals. Before that, he served on the faculty of San Francisco’s largest private high school, Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory, supervising its highly-respected teen theatre company, reestablishing its dormant choral music program, and teaching honors English. Stuart earned his Bachelor’s degree at Oberlin College/Conservatory, studying psychology, music education, and bassoon performance, and earned a Master’s in Choral Conducting under Alan Harler and Elaine Brown at Temple University. As a bass-baritone, he has performed with the San Francisco Bach Choir, the Philadelphia Singers, and the Bay Area’s Mistlestones (a “Dickens of a caroling group”), of which he was music director for twelve years. Finally, Stuart continues to be very active in the world of musical theatre, having served as music director, stage director or conductor for over 80 productions ranging from Gilbert & Sullivan to Sondheim.

PHOTOS AVAILABLE AT:
http://www.flyinghouse.org/press/smc.asp
About the Seattle Men’s Chorus/Seattle Women’s Chorus

Soon to celebrate its 30th Anniversary, the internationally renowned Seattle Men’s Chorus, along with Seattle Women’s Chorus (founded in 2002), comprise the largest community choruses in America; and the largest gay choruses in the world. Flying House Productions, home of both Seattle Men’s Chorus and Seattle Women’s Chorus, is a nation leader in the LGBT choral movement, and ranks third among the Washington State's musical organizations with over 500 performing members.

Our Mission is to entertain, enlighten, unify and heal our audience and members, using the power of words and music to recognize the value of gay and straight people and their relationships. 

Our Vision: A world that accepts and values its gay and lesbian citizens.
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