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Seattle Men’s Chorus, Seattle Women’s Chorus Announce
2011-2012 Season

A little bit country, and a little bit rock n’ roll.
SEATTLE, WA –Seattle Men’s Chorus (SMC) and Seattle Women’s Chorus (SWC) will go, “a little bit country” and then “a little bit rock n’ roll” for two of the concerts in their upcoming five show season. Swing Bands and Cool Yule are what it’s all about for the holidays this year; and post-Valentine’s Day, the women will examine the good, the bad. and the hilarious sides of love—through song. The final show in the 2011-2012 season goes “social,” when the Men’s Chorus uses online polling and real-time voting to ask YOU, the audience, to select the songs the chorus will perform and their favorite “Chorus Idol.”

There’s no shortage of big name guest artists for the Choruses either! Now in its ninth season, Seattle Women’s Chorus starts off the subscription season with guest artist and country music star, Chely Wright. On October 1-2, 2011, True Country will celebrate the uniquely American phenomenon that is country music. It features songs about love and heartbreak (of course) and even some songs that poke fun at country music itself (those song titles do get a little over-the-top). Chely Wright is the first major country music performer, of either gender, to publicly come out. She courageously shared this aspect of her personal identity with the world in People Magazine and on The Oprah Winfrey Show in May of 2010. And this Fall she will share her winning combination of great storytelling, humor, and good ole country singin’ with SWC and Seattle audiences. Wish Me Away, a new documentary film about Wright’s courageous decision to come out as a lesbian within the conservative world of country music, won the audience award for “Best Documentary” at the Nashville Film Festival in April 2011.

For their 32nd season opener, Seattle Men’s Chorus welcomes Bellevue native, Broadway and TV star Megan Hilty (November 26th and 27th only) as the guest artist for the opening weekend of their holiday concert Cool Yule: The Big Band Theory. With Desperate Housewives, a new NBC TV show by Steven Spielberg on the way (Smash), Broadway’s 9 to 5: The Musical and Wicked under her belt Megan Hilty should be able to handle 250+ men on stage for some jumpin’ and jivin’ big band style. Hilarious fun and surprises are in store as chorus members pay homage to the popular television comedy, The Big Bang Theory. Nine holiday concerts November 26 - December 22, 2011 will put everyone in the spirit!
Continued

SWC’s post-Valentines show Shot Through the Heart examines love in all its forms: puppy, passionate, euphoric, tragic, and goofy. They’ll even sing about those all-too-familiar love-hate relationships. You’ll hear lots of classics from the great American Songbook made famous by artists like Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, and Ella Fitzgerald.


On March 31 and April 1, 2012 SMC’s Spring Concert, Come Together, the Music of The Beatles, will pay tribute to one of the greatest bands in Rock n’ Roll history. Using precise transcriptions of The Beatles’ recordings SMC will recreate a collection of favorite Lennon & McCartney tunes in exactly the same style as the originals you have known and loved. Video and creative staging will add to the performance.

At the final concert in the five show season, Sing Out, You Pick the Hits, SMC will finally respond to years of fan requests. Subscribers and ticket buyers will vote online for the songs they want to hear in the months prior to the concert. Singing along is expected and encouraged. SMC is also integrating live audience voting into the performance (American Idol-style!) so audiences can choose their favorite “Chorus Idol” live. Several Seattle-area singing competitors will perform both karaoke-style and with the Chorus as a back-up while audience members vote on their abilities. 


The 2011-2012 Season:
Seattle WOMen’s Chorus (Fall Concert)
True Country

With Guest Artist Chely Wright
Seattle Women’s Chorus will celebrate the uniquely American phenomenon that is country music, with a special focus on female country music legends Patsy Cline, Dolly Parton, Martina McBride, Dixie Chicks, Tammy Wynette, Loretta Lynn, and Anne Murray. The women will honor this illustrious line-up of standout female singers and songwriters including special guest artist, singer-songwriter Chely Wright Backed by the rich harmonies of Seattle Women’s Chorus, Chely Wright will share her unforgettable story and her unmistakable musical talent.

Dates:
9/25/11 – Renton – IKEA Performing Arts Center; 7:00pm. PREVIEW. No Guest Artist.

10/1/11 & 10/2/11 – Seattle - Benaroya Hall; 2:00pm

Seattle Men’s Chorus (Holiday Concert)

Cool Yule


The Big Band Theory
Neighbors and friends unite and delight at “Seattle’s Other Holiday Tradition.” This year’s Seattle Men’s Chorus’ annual holiday musical extravaganza includes a live swing band, complete with brass and saxophones, which complements a program filled with holiday favorites like: Let It Snow, Walkin’ In A Winter Wonderland, Sleigh Ride, Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas, Jingle Bells, and Silent Night. Hilarious fun and surprises are in store as chorus members pay homage to the popular television comedy, The Big Bang Theory.

Dates: 
11/26/11 - 12/22/11 - Seattle-Benaroya Hall; 2:00pm, 7:30pm, 8:00pm on Sat. only



11/26 & 11/27/11 - Featuring Special Guest Artist Megan Hilty 

12/15/11 – Tacoma-Pantages Theatre; 8:00pm

12/17/11 – Everett - Everett Civic Auditorium; 8:00pm
Continued

Seattle WOMen’s Chorus (Post-Valentines Concert)
Shot Through the Heart
Love: The Good, The Bad, The Hilarious
Through song, SWC examines love in all its forms: puppy, euphoric, passionate, tragic, goofy, and those all-too-familiar love/hate relationships. They’ll sing about the whole gamut of emotions that come to the fore when that mischievous archer Cupid lets loose his fateful arrows. Featuring classics from the Great American Songbook made timeless by vocalists like Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Tony Bennett, and Frank Sinatra. With performances less than a week after Valentine’s Day, this concert also provides an opportunity for select concertgoers to dedicate a song to the object of their affection! Patrons can profess their devotion with a sweet and tender love ballad, or heat things up with something sizzling, sultry, and sexy. Someone might even let loose “Aretha-style by dedicating the song “D-I-V-O-R-C-E!” Details posted online after September 15, 2011 at www.SeattleWomensChorus.org and in Flying House Magazine.
Dates: 
2/12/12 – Renton – IKEA Performing Arts Center; 7:00pm - PREVIEW


2/18/12 & 2/19/12 – Seattle - Benaroya Hall; 2:00pm

2/26/12 – Bremerton – Admiral Theatre; 3:00pm

SEATTLE MEN’S CHORUS (Spring Concert)

Come Together

The Music of the Beatles
In 1989, a group of dedicated Japanese musicians undertook the task of transcribing every single note of every Beatles song ever recorded. Seattle Men’s Chorus will adopt this 1100 page volume that includes every thread of the amazing sound tapestry that was –The Fab Four. Come Together: The Music of the Beatles pays tribute to the original mop-top quartet using the precise transcriptions of The Beatles’ recordings. They will recreate a collection of favorite Lennon and McCartney tunes in exactly the same style as the originals you have known and loved. Video and creative staging will add to the experience.
Dates:
3/24/12 – Renton – IKEA Performing Arts Center;8:00pm - PREVIEW


3/31/12, 8:00pm & 4/1/12, 2:00pm  - Seattle-McCaw Hall

SEATTLE MEN’S CHORUS (Summer Concert)

Sing Out

You Pick the Hits
SMC will finally respond to years of fan requests. Subscribers and ticket buyers will vote online for the songs they want to hear in the months prior to the concert. Singing along is expected and encouraged. SMC is also integrating live audience voting into the performance (American Idol-style!) so audiences can choose their favorite “Chorus Idol” live. Several Seattle-area singing competitors will perform both karaoke-style and with the 200+ Chorus voices as a back-up. Audience members vote on their abilities. Details on how to help “pick the hits,” posted online after September 15, 2011 at www.SeattleMensChorus.org and in Flying House Magazine.
Dates:
6/16/12 – Renton – IKEA Performing Arts Center; 8:00pm - PREVIEW


6/22/12 - 6/23/12 - Seattle-McCaw Hall; 8:00pm
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Subscription Packages: 
On Sale Now


$36 - $297
Individual Tickets:
Tickets on Sale to the General Public - $20 - $65


Fall SWC Concert


8/27/11 (online); 8/29/11 (by phone)


Holiday SMC Concert & Post Valentines SWC Concert

10/1/11 (online); 10/3/11 (by phone)

Spring & Summer SMC Concerts


2/18/12 (online); 2/21/12 (by phone)
Box Office: 
206.388.1400
Mon-Fri, Noon-7:00pm
Online: 
www.flyinghouse.org
PHOTOS AVAILABLE AT:
http://www.flyinghouse.org/press/smc.asp
http://www.flyinghouse.org/press/swc.asp
About the Seattle Men’s Chorus/Seattle Women’s Chorus

Founded in 1979, the internationally renowned Seattle Men’s Chorus, along with Seattle Women’s Chorus (founded in 2002), are the largest community choruses in America; and the largest gay choruses in the world. 
Flying House Productions, home of Seattle Men’s Chorus and Seattle Women’s Chorus, ranks third among the state's music organizations with over 300 members of SMC and over 250 members of SWC.

Our Mission is to entertain, enlighten, unify and heal our audience and members, using the power of words and music to recognize the value of gay and straight people and their relationships. 

Our Vision: A world that accepts and values its gay and lesbian citizens.

# # # #



